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HAP-1. Assembly of 2 µM, 5 µM, and 10 µM Cp149 was performed at different salt
concentrations to yield the same amount of capsid, with increasing amounts of HAP-1, which
was assayed by ELISA. ELISAs were performed as described (1) using capsid-specific
monoclonal antibody C1-5 ((4), MAB16988, Chemicon, Temecula, CA) or M41058 (10-H50,
Fitzgerald Industries International, Concord, MA) as the primary antibody. Data are reported as
absorbance at 490 nm of enzyme converted substrate. In our hands, both antibodies are highly
selective for assembled capsid (HBcAg) compared to unassembled dimer (HBeAg antigenicity),
even though the primary sequences of capsid and dimer are the same (6). Signal attributable to
dimer did not rise above background under the conditions used (1). Different assembly
conditions were chosen to yield approximately the same concentration of capsid without drug (at
21 °C: 1 M NaCl for 2 µM Cp149, 500 mM NaCl for 5 µM Cp149, and 150 mM NaCl for 10
µM Cp149). (7). (B) Electron micrographs show an increase in the proportion of misshapen
particles with increasing [HAP-1]. These assembly reactions were performed at 21°C and
contained 5 µM Cp149 and 0.5 M NaCl, with each micrograph being labelled with the
concentration of drug (in micromolar). 


